
Living in a Digital Age:  
You are going to conduct a study that addresses how technology affects our daily lives. You will 

choose one of the following prompts to answer. You will then create at least 10 interview questions and 
film video interviews with at least 5 people. You must ask your prepared 10 questions, at minimum, to 
each of your subjects on film. Some of your interview questions may be open-ended questions that are up 
to personal interpretation. However, at least two of your questions should be pieces of hard data: (number 
of hours on screen per day, survey of preferred reading method, number of likes on social media, etc.). 
You must include at least one adult (parent, friend, or teacher), one person at least 2 years younger than 
you, and at least three other individuals that offer a diverse range of perspectives (make sure there is 
diversity in age, race, and gender). Next, you will research your topic online. You must find at least two 
secondary sources for your piece. The evidence you find can be used in support or opposition of your 
argument.  

In a culminating assignment, you will edit clips of your interviews along with a voice over of your 
findings to create a final 5 minute video. Your video should explain the issue of your concern, explore a 
pattern you noticed in your interviews, data points, and research, and sum up what you think this pattern 
says about our society. You will also include at least 2 quotes from your secondary source research. Your 
conclusion will analyze the trends in your case study (and if they vary among different demographics). 
Lastly, you will make a prediction, or a warning, about the future.  
 

1) Is texting making us dumb? Does it affect our attention span? Our social skills? Our spelling and 
literacy?  

2) Are videos, on television, youtube, snapchat, and vlogs, making our society dumb? Is social 
media distracting us from reading the news? Is social media with limited text, such as twitter, 
causing us to have only surface level understandings of world events? Does video culture make 
us value the written word less? Is this why our culture doesn’t seem to read as much?  

3) Does our culture value reading books? How does the average american consume books (hard 
copies, ebooks, audiobooks)? Does the average person read for pleasure, information, or 
school/work? Do they enjoy it? Does the way in which we read affect our intelligence?  

4) Is technology addicting? Do interactions with our devices affect our ability to be present in our 
environments? In our relationships? Does it distract us from being productive?  

5) How does social media influence our understanding of ourselves? Do our online personas 
accurately reflect our identities? Do they make us feel better or worse about ourselves? Or do 
they distract us from authentically thinking about ourselves?  

6) How does google affect our curiosity, knowledge base, memory, and daily lives? 
7) Create your own question that addresses the consequences of living in a digital age. Just get 

your topic approved by me.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Rubric  

 D project C project B project A project 

Content/ 
Findings & 
Analysis 

Essay uses summary rather 
than analysis, or essay does 
not include analysis that 
successfully addresses 
prompt or connects textual 
evidence to argument. 

Findings are vague, 
unoriginal, or overly 
simple. Essay includes 
too much summary. 
Every piece of textual 
evidence is not supported 
with analysis. 

Findings demonstrate effective 
analytical skills but this 
analysis could be pushed 
further through further 
clarification or more in-depth 
analysis. 

Findings demonstrate sophisticated 
analysis that is specific, clear, 
original, and thoroughly explained. 
Analysis displays insight, the ability 
to make connections and inferences, 
and the recognition of patterns. 
Analysis is unique.  

Video  
Editing 

The video is often times hard 
to hear, see, or understand. 
The editing is slopping and 
unorganized. The voice over 
is confusing, unprofessional, 
or overly simple.  

The video is hard to hear, 
see, or understand. The 
editing could be smoother 
or organized differently. 
The interviews title cards 
and voice over need 
work.  

The video at times is hard to 
hear, see, or understand. The 
editing could be smoother or 
organized differently. The 
interview title cards and voice 
over could be more 
professional and sophisticated.  

The video is visually appealing and 
easy to hear. The editing organizes 
the material in a logical fashion, and 
the scene transitions are smooth. The 
voice over includes academic 
language, and the interview includes 
title cards with background 
information.  
 
 
 

 
 


