
70 That his father had stolen her away from him.
When Creon saw him the tears rushed to his eyes

And he called to him: "What have you done, child? Speak to me.

What are you thinking that makes your eyes so strange?
O my son, my son, I come to you on my knees!"

75 But Haimon spat in his face. He said not a word,
Staring—

And suddenly drew his sword

And lunged. Creon shrank back, the blade missed; and the boy,
Desperate against himself, drove it half its length

80 Into his own side, and fell. And as he died

He gathered Antigone close in his arms again,

Choking, his blood bright red on her white cheek.

And now he lies dead with the dead, and she is his

At last, his bride in the houses of the dead.
[Exit EURYDICE into the Palace.]

85 CHORAGOS. She has left us without a word. What can this mean?

MESSENGER. It troubles me, too; yet she knows what is best,

Her grief is too great for public lamentation,

And doubtless she has gone to her chamber to weep

For her dead son, leading her maidens in his dirge.

90 CHORAGOS. It may be so: but I fear this deep silence.

[Pause]

MESSENGER. I will see what she is doing. I will go in.

[Exit MESSENGER into the Palace.]

[Enter CREON with attendants, bearing HAIMON'S body.]

CHORAGOS. But here is the King himself: oh look at

him,
Bearing his own damnation in his arms.

CREON. Nothing you say can touch me any more.

95 My own blind heart has brought me

From darkness to final darkness. Here you see
The father murdering, the murdered son—
And all my civic wisdom!

Haimon my son, so young, so young to die,

100 I was the fool, not you; and you died for me.

CHORAGOS. That is the truth; but you were late in learning it.

CREON. This truth is hard to bear. Surely a god
Has crushed me beneath the hugest weight of heaven,
And driven me headlong a barbaric way

105 To trample out the thing I held most dear.
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Literary Analysis
Tragic Character and
Resolution What event
here is one part of the
resolution to the tragedy
that Creon began with hidecision to kill Antigone?

I
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CREON. Oh pity!

All true, all true, and more than I can bear!my wife, my son!

,sssENGER. She stood before the altar, and her heartIVelcomed the knife her own hand guided,
And a great cry burst from her lips for Megareus34 dead,And for Haimon dead, her sons; and her last breath
Vas a curse for their father, the murderer of her sons.

125 And she fell, and the dark flowed in through her closing eyes.

CREON. C) God, I am sick with fear.
Are there no swords here? Has no one a blow for me?

MESSENGER. Her curse is upon you for the deaths of both.

CREON. It is right that it should be. I alone am guilty,
130 1 know it, and I say it. Lead me in,

Quickly, friends.
I have neither life nor substance. Lead me in.

CHORAGOS. You are right, if there can be right in so much wrong.

The briefest way is best in a world of sorrow.

135 CREON. Let it come,
Let death come quickly, and be kind to me.

I would not ever see the sun again.

CHORAGOS. All that will come when it will; but we, meanwhile,

Have much to do. Leave the future to itself.

140 CREON. All my heart was in that prayer!

CHORAGos. Then do not pray any more: the sky is deaf.

CREON. Lead me away. I have been rash and foolish.

Reading Strategy
Identifying With a
Character In what way
can you identify with
Creon as he discovers his
tragedy has suddenly
been doubled?

34. Megareus (me ga' ré as)
oldest son of Creon and
Eurydice, who was killed in
the civil war by Argive forces
invading Thebes.

MReading Check
What are Eurydice's last
words?

Antigone , Exodus 807



I have killed my son and my wife.
I look for comiört; my comfort lies here dead.

145 Whatever my hands have touched has corne to nothing.

Fate has brought all my pride to a thought of dust.

IAS CREON is being led into the house, the CHORAGOS advances and

speaks directly to the audience.]

CHORAGOS. There is no happiness where there is no wisdom;

No wisdom but in submission to the gods.

Big words are always punished,

150 And proud men in old age learn to be wise.

Review and Assess

Thinking About the Selection
1. Respond: Do you think Creon should have changed his

decision regarding Antigone? Why or why not?

2. (a) Recall: Why do Creon and Haimon argue? (b) Analyze:

Is Haimon more concerned with divine law, to which

Antigone turns for justification, or with human law? Support

your answer.

3. (a) Recall: According to Teiresias, what terrible punishment

awaits Creon? (b) Recall: What action does Creon take after

the prophecy? (c) Analyze: Why is Creon unable to stop the

tragedy?

4. (a) Recall: What news does the Messenger tell Eurydice

before she leaves the stage during the Exodos? (b) Interpret:

Why does Creon say "I have neither life nor substance" in the

Exodos ?

5. (a) Analyze: Explain how this play demonstrates the tension

that sometimes exists between an individual's conscience and

a designated authority. (b) Evaluate: In this play, who do you

think wins that battle?

6. Relate: Near the end of the play, Creon says, "The pains that

men will take to come to pain!" How do his words apply to

contemporary society?

7. Evaluate: Both Antigone and Creon are unwilling to appear

weak. How could this trait influence a person's actions and

outlook on life?

808 Drama

Sophocles

(496?-406

B.C.)

The

Greek

dramat6t

Sophoc les

(säf k]éz)
wrote 123

plays, hit
only 7 remain in existence.
His most famous are those

chronicling the lives of
Oedipus and his children:

Oedipus Rex (Oedipus the

King), Oedipus at Colonus,

and Antigone. This trilogy

was written over a span of

forty years.

Born in Colonos, near

Athens, Sophocles was one

of the most respected

Greek dramatists of his

time. He was admired not

only for his poetic and dra-

matic skills, but also for his

good looks, athleticism,

and musical ability.


