
Review and AnticipateIn Act IV, the alliance 
between Brutus and Cassius begins

to fall apart. Brutus accuses Cassius of accepting bribes, and
Cassius questions Brutus' abilities as a leader in war. After
they resolve their differences, 

Brutus is visited by Caesar's
ghost, who promises he will see him at Philippi.Act V opens on the plains of Philippi, with the armies readyfor battle. Nothing less than the future of Rome is at stake.

Act V

Scene i. The plains of Philippi.

[Enter OCTAVIUS, ANIONY, and their Army.l

OCTAVIUS. Now, Antony, our hopes are answered;You said the enemy would not come down,
But keep the hills and upper regions.
It proves not so; their battlesl are at hand;

5 They mean to warn2 us at Philippi here,
Answering before we do demand of them.3

ANTONY. "Ihlt, I am in their bosoms,4 and I know
Wherefore5 they do it. They could be content
To visit other places, and come down

10 With fearful bravery,6 thinking by this face7
To fasten in our thoughts8 that they have courage;
But 'tis not so.

[Enter a MESSENGER.]

NESSENGER. Prepare you, generals,
The enemy comes on in gallant show;
Their bloody sign9 of battle is hung out,

15 And something to be done immediately.

ANTONY. Octavius, lead your battle softlyl () on

Upon the left hand of the evenll field.

OCTAVIUS. Upon the right hand I; keep thou the left.

ANTONY. Why do you cross me in this exigent? 12

20 OCTAVIUS. I do not cross you; but I will do so. [Marchl

[Drum. Enter BRUTUS, CASSIUS, and their Army; LUCILIUS, MINIUS, MESSALA,

and others.]

BRUTUS. They stand, and would have parley. 13

1. battles armies.

2. warn challenge.

3. Answering . . of them
appearing in opposition to us
before we challenge them.

4. am in their bosoms
know what they are thinking.

Reading Strategy
Identifying Causes and
Effects According to
Antony, what has caused
Brutus and Cassius to
leave the hills and bring
their armies to Philippi?

5. Wherefore why.

6. fearful bravery awesome
show of bravery covering up
their fear.

7. face appearance.

8. fasten in our thoughts
convince us.

9. bloody sign red flag.

10. softly slowly.

11. even level.

12. exigent critical situation.

13. parley conference
between enemies.

Reading Check

What news does the
messenger bring?
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CASSIUS. Stand fast, Titinius. we tnust out and talk.

OCTAVIVS. Mark Antony. shall we give sign of battle?

ANTONY. No. Caesar, we will answer on their charge.

Make torth:16 the generals would have some words.

OCTAVIUS. Stir not until the signal.

DRtrrus. Wotxls befotv blows: is it so. countrymen?

OCTAVIUS. Not that we love worcls better, as you do.

BRUTUS. Good words are better than bad strokes, Octavius.

30 ANTONY. In your bad strokes, Brutus, you give good words;

Witness the hole you made in Caesar's heart,

Cryitvg "Long live! Hail, Caesar!"

Antony,

The posture 16 of your blows are yet unknown;

But for your words, they rob the Hybla bees, 17

And leave them honeyless.

36 ANTONY. Not stingless too.

BRUTUS. O, yes. and soundless too;

For you have stol'n their buzzing. Antony,

And very wisely threat before you sting.

ANTONY. Villains! You did not so, when your vile daggers

40 Hacked one another in the sides of Caesar.

You showed your teeth i8 like apes, and fawned like hounds,

And bowed like bondmen, kissing Caesar's feet;

Whilst damned Casca, like a cur, behind

Struck Caesar on the neck. O you flatterers!

45 CASSIUS. Flatterers! Now, Brutus, thank yourself;

This tongue had not offended so today,

If Cassius might have ruled. 19

14. 
answer 

onmeet their 
acva

15. Make 
forth

Literary 
AnalysisTragedy H

words in line 29
Antony's

highlight 
the tra

16. posture
quality

17. Hybla bees
the town of Hybla In Sinoted for their 

sweet 
ho

18. showed your teethgrinned.

19. If Cassius might haveruled if Cassius had had hisway when he urged thatAntony be killed

V Critical Viewing
What details in this
sculpture indicate that the
subjects are preparing for
battle? [Anaiyze]



ocfAVIVS. Come, corne, the eause.20 If arguing make us sweat,The proof 21 of it will turn to redder drops.

so I draw a sword against conspirators.
When think you that the sword goes up22 again?Never. till Caesar's three and thirty woundsBe well avenged; or till another Caesar
Have added slaughter to the sword of traitors.2355

BRUTUS. Caesar, thou canst not die by traitors' hands,Unless thou bring•st them with thee.

OCTAVIUS.
So I was not born to die on Brutus' sword.

I hope.

BRUTUS. O, if thou wert the noblest of thy strain,24
Young man, thou couldst not die more honorable.60

css1US. A peevish25 schoolboy, worthless of such honor,
Joined with a masker and a reveler.26

ANTONY. Old Cassius still!

OCTAVIUS. Come, Antony; away!
Defiance, traitors, hurl we in your teeth.
If you dare fight today, 65 come to the field;
If not, when you have stomachs.27

[Exit OCTAVIUS, ANTONY, and Army.]

CASSIUS. Why, now blow wind, swell billow, and swim bark!28
The storm is up, and all is on the hazard.29

BRUTUS. Ho, Lucilius, hark, a word with you.

[LUCILIUS and MESSALA stand forth.]

LUCILIUS. My lord?

[BRUTUS and LUCILIUS converse apart.]

CASSIUS. Messala.

What says my general?

70 CASSIUS. Messala,

This is my birthday; as this very day

Was Cassius born. Give me thy hand, Messala:

Be thou my witness that against my will

(As Pompey was) 30 am I compelled to set31

75 Upon one battle all our liberties.

You know that I held Epicurus strong, 32

And his opinion; now I change my mind.

And partly credit things that do presage.

Coming from Sardis, on our former33 ensign
80 Two mighty eagles fell,34 and there they perched,

20. cause business at hand.

21. proof test,

22. goes up goes into its
scabbard.

23. till another Caesar .

traitors until l, another
Caesar, have also been killed

by you.

24. noblest of thy strain
best of your family.

25. peevish sillv

26. a masker and a reveler
one who takes part in mas-

querades and festivities.

27. stomachs appetites for
battle.

28. bark ship.

29. on the hazard at stake.

Reading Strategy
Identifying Causes and
Effects According to
Cassius, what past action
of Brutus has permitted
Antony to insult them now?

30. As Pompey was Against
his own judgment, Pompey
was urged to do battle against
Caesar. The battle resulted in
Pompey's defeat and murder.

31. set stake.

32. held Epicurus strong
believed in Epicurus' philoso-
phy that the gods do not
interest themselves in human
affairs and that omens are
merely superstitions.

presage (pré säj') v. warn
of a future event

ensign (en- sin') n. old word
for a standard bearer; one
who carries a flag

33. former foremost.

34. fell swooped down.

Reading Check
What inspires Octavius
and the others to battle?
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Gorging and feeding frorn our soldiers• hands.

Who to Philippi here consorted us.

This morning are they fled away and gone,

And in their steads do ravens, crows, and kites•

85 Fly o'er our heads and downward look on us

As we were sickly prey; their shadows seem

A canopy most fatal, 35 under which

Our army lies, ready to give up the ghost.

MESSAIA. Believe not so.

CASSIUS. I but believe it partly,

90 For I am fresh of spirit and resolved

To meet all perils very constantly. 36

BRUTUS. Even so, Lucilius.

CASSIUS. Now, most noble Brutus,
The gods today stand friendly, that we may,
Lovers in peace, lead on our days to age!

95 But since the affairs of men rest still incertain 37

Let's reason with the worst that may befall. 38

If we do lose this battle, then is this
The very last time we shall speak together.
What are you then determinéd to do?

100 BRUTUS. Even by the rule of that philosophy

By which I did blame Cato for the death

Which he did give himself; I know not how,

But I do find it cowardly and vile,

For fear of what might fall, so to prevent

105 The time of life,39 arming myself with patience

To stay the providence40 of some high powers

That govern us below.

CASSIUS. Then, ifwe lose this battle,

iterature
in context Humanities Connection

• Omens
In observing the flight of eagles, ravens, crows, and kites,

Cassius is looking for omens—signs of good or bad luck. The
actions of animals as well as natural events, such as the storm
in Act I, were regarded as omens in ancient times. It was
believed that the gods sent these signs to warn humans of
the consequences of their actions.

A Raven



contented to be led in"111010ttgli02 the st tvets ot• Nonie?
BRUTUS. No, Cassius. no; think not. thou nobleThat ever Brutus go bound to Nonie:lie too a nut this dayMust end that the ides Matx•h begun:And whether we shall tneet again I know not.Therefore our 

tkuvwell take.Forever, and forever. tatvwell. Cassius!If we do nieet again. why. We shall srnile:If not, why then this parting Was well made.caSSIUS. Forvver. and forever. farewell, Brutus!If we do meet again, we'll srnile indeed;
120

If not. •tis true this parting was well made.
BRUTUS. Why then, lead on. O, that a man might know"Ille end of this day's business ere it come!But it sumeeth that the day will end,And then the end is known. Corne, ho! 

125
Away! [Fevitl

$erte ii. The field Qf battle.

[Call to arms sounds. Enter BRUI*UJS and MESSAIÄ.I
BRUTUS. Ride, ride, Messala, ride, and give these billslUnto the legions on the other side. 2

Let them set on at once; for I perceive
ILoud call to arms]

But cold demeanor 3 in Octavius' wing,
5 And sudden push gives them the overthrow,4

Ride, ride, Messala! Let them all come down. 5 [Exit]
Scene iii. Thefield of battle.

[Calls to arms sound. Enter CASSIUS and qiTINlUS.l

CASSIUS. O, look, Titinius, look, the villainsl fly!
Myself have to mine own turned enemy.2
This ensign here of mine was turning back;
I slew the coward, and did take it3 from him.

5 TITINIUS. O Cassius, Brutus gave the word too early,
Who, having some advantage on Octavius,
Took it too eagerly; his soldiers fell to spoil, 4
Whilst we by Antony are all enclosed.

[Enter PINDARUS.I

PROARUS. Fly further off. my lord, fly further off!
10 Mark Antony is in your tents, my lord.

Fly, therefore, noble Cassius, fly far off!

41. in triumph as a captive
in the victor's procession.

42. Thorough through.

Reading Strategy
Identifying Causes and
Effects What causes
Brutus to bid Cassius a
final farewell?

1. bills written orders.

2. other side wing of the
army commanded by Cassius.

3. cold demeanor (di mén-
er) lack of spirit in their
conduct.

demeanor (di mén- er) n.
behavior

4. sudden push . . over-
throw sudden attack will
defeat them.

. down attack all 1
at once.

1. villains his own men.

2. Myself ... enemy I have
become an enemy to my
own soldiers.

3. it banner or standard.

4. fell to spoil began to loot.

JReading Check
What does Cassius believe
the ravens, crows, and
kites foretell?
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CASSIUS. 'lhis hill is far enough. Look. look. Titinius!

Are those my tents where I perceive the fire?

TITINIUS. They are. my 10111.

Titinius. if thou lovest me.

15 Mount thou my horse and hide5 thy spurs in him

Till he have brought thee up to yonder troops

And here again, that I may rest assured

Whether yond troops are friend or enemy.

TITINIUS. I will be here again even with a thought. 6

CASSIUS. Go, Pindarus, get higher on that hill;

20 My sight was ever thick. 7 Regard8 Titinius,

And tell me what thou not'st about the field.

[Exit)

[Exit PINDARUS.I

This day I breathéd first. Time is come round,

And where I did begin, there shall I end.
My life is run his compass. 9 Sirrah, what news?

25 PINDARUS. [Above) O my lord!

CASSIUS. What news?

PINDARUS. [Above] Titinius is encloséd round about
With horsemen that make to him on the spur, 10

Yet he spurs on. Now they are almost on him.

30 Now, Titinius! Now some light. 11 0, he lights too!

He's ta'en! 12 [Shoutl And, hark! They shout for joy.

CASSIUS. Come down; behold no more.

O, coward that I am, to live so long,

To see my best friend ta'en before my face!

35 [Enter PINDARUS.]

Come hither, sirrah.
In Parthia did I take thee prisoner;

And then I swore thee, saving of thy life,

That whatsoever I did bid thee do,

40 Thou shouldst attempt it. Come now, keep thine oath.

Now be a freeman, and with this good sword,

That ran through Caesar's bowels, search 13 this bosom.

Stand not i4 to answer. Here, take thou the hilts,

And when my face is covered, as 'tis now,

45 Guide thou the sword—Caesar, thou art revenged,

Even with the sword that killed thee. [Dies]

PINDARUS. So, I am free; yet would not so have been,

Durst I have done my will. O Cassius!

Far from this country Pindarus shall run,

5. hide
Sink

6. even Withquick as a thoughtought

7. thick dim

8. Regard
Observe

9. his compass 
its full

10. make .
toward him at 

• 

top 
spur 

speed
ride

11. light dismount 
from ther

12. ta'en taken; captured

Reading Straey
Identifying Causes and

Effects What causes

Cassius to ask Pindarus to

kill him? What might be

some effects of Cassius/

death?

13. search penetrate,

14. Stand not do not wait.

50 Where never Roman shall take note of him. [Exit]

906 Drama



g.

Viewing 
of that wore 99t in motionin 

to this bottle? (Analyze)

for
IN by jioble power,
AN by

TITINIUS. will well Cassius.
MIC66/iLA. Where (lid you leave J)itj)'?

All
Witli liis Obi this hill.

MIC66ALA. Js not that he fljaC lies upon f}jc ground?

TITIN1tJ9. J le lies like fJjc living. O my he,art!

Js noc that

No. this was he, Mcssala,
00 But Cassius is no rnorc. O setting sun,

As in thy rcd rays thou (lost sink to night,
So in his rcd blood Cassius' day is set.
flie sun of Rome js scc. Our day is gone;
Clouds, dews, and dangers come; our deeds are done!

Mistrust of my success) 6 hath done this deed.

MESSALA. Mistrust of good success hath done this deed.

O hateful Error. Melancholy's child, 17

Why dost thou show to the apt thoughts of men

things that are not? 18 0 Error, soon conceived, J9

"Iljou never corn'st unto a happy birth,

But kill'st the mother that engend'red thee!20

TITINIUS. What, Pindarus! Where art Chou, Pindarus?

15. change an exchange.

disconsolate (dis kårf
lit) adj. so unhappy that
nothing will comfort

16. Mistrust success
fear that I would not succeed.

17. Melancholy's child one of
despondent temperament.

18. Why dost are not?
Why do you fill these easily
impressed men with thoughts
of imagined fears?

19. conceived created.

20. mother ... thee
Cassius (in this case), who
conceived the error.

JReading Check
What does Cassius think
has happened to Titinius?
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MESSALA. Seek him, Titinius, whilst I go to meet

noble Brutus, thrusting this report

75 Into his ears. I may say •thrusting" it;

For piercing steel and darts envenomed21 21.

Shall be as welcome to the ears of Brutus

As tidings of this sight.

Hie you, Messala.

And I will seek for Pindarus the while. [Exit MESSALA.I

80 Why didst thou send me forth, brave22 Cassius? 22. brave
Did I not meet thy friends, and did not they

Put on my brows this wreath of victory.
strööcf) 
misconstrue

v. mie,
d l'

And bid me give it thee? Didst thou not hear their shouts?

Alas, thou hast misconstrued everything!
misinterpreted

85 But hold thee,23 take this garland on thy brow; 23. hold thee
Thy Brutus bid me give it thee, and I

24
24. apace

Vat a

Will do his bidding. Brutus, come apace, 

And see how I regarded25 Caius Cassius. 25. regarded 
honorec

By your leave, 26 gods. This is a Roman's part: 27
26. By your leave90 Come, Cassius' sword, and find Titinius' heart. [Dies] permission. wth

[Call to arms sounds. Enter BRUTUS, MESSALA, YOUNG CATO,STRATO, 27. partrole; duty
VOLUMNIUS, and LUCILIUS.I

BRUTUS. Where, where, Messala, doth his body lie? Reading Strategy

TESSALA. Lo, yonder, and Titinius mourning it. Identifying 

What 
Causes 

series 
and
of

Effects 

BRUTUS. Titinius' face is upward. effects result from
Pindarus' false report?He is slain.CATO.

BRUTUS. O Julius Caesar, thou art mighty yet!

95 Thy spirit walks abroad, and turns our swords

In our own proper entrails. 28 [Low calls to arms] 28. own proper entrails
very own inner organs.

Brave Titinius!

Look, whe'r29 he have not crowned dead Cassius.

BRUTUS. Are yet two Romans living such as these?

The last of all the Romans, fare thee well!

100 It is impossible that ever Rome

Should breed thy fellow. 30 Friends, I owe moe tears

To this dead man than you shall see me pay.

I shall find time, Cassius; I shall find time.

Come, therefore, and to Thasos31 send his body;

105 His funerals shall not be in our camp,

Lest it discomfort us. 32 Lucilius, come,

And come, young Cato; let us to the field.

Labeo and Flavius set our battles33 on.

Tis three o'clock; and, Romans, yet ere night
110 We shall try fortune in a second fight.

908 Drama

29. whe'r whethen

30. fellow equal.

31. Thasos an iBiand not far

from Philippi.

32. discomfort us discour•

age our soldiers,

33. battles armies.

[Exit]



e iv. Thefield Qfbattle.

to arms sounds. Enter 
MESSAIA, YOUNG cm), LUCIMUS, and

BRUTUS. Yet, countrymen, O, yet hold up your heads!

CATO. What bastardl cloth not? Who Will go with me?

[Exit, withfollowers)
I will proclaim my name about the field.I am the son of Marcus Cato,2 ho!

5
A foe to tyrants, and my country's friend.I am the son of Marcus Cato, ho!

[Enter 
SOLDIERS and Jight.l

LUCILIUS. And I am Brutus, Marcus Brutus, I;Brutus, my country's friend; know me for Brutus!3

0 young and noble Cato, art thou down?
[YOUNG cxrofalls.l

10 Why, now thou diest as bravely as Titinius,And mayst be honored, being Cato's son.
FRST SOLDIER. Yield, or thou diest.

LUCLIUS.

There is so much that thou wilt kill me 
Only 

straight;5
I yield to die. 4

Kill Brutus, and be honored in his death.
15FIRST SOLDIER. We must not. A noble prisoner!

[Enter AWONY.I

SECOND SOLDIER. Room, ho! Tell Antony, Brutus is ta'en.
FIRST SOLDIER. I'll tell thee news. Here comes the general.Brutus is ta'en, Brutus is ta'en, my lord.
ANTONY. Where is he?

20 LUCILIUS. Safe, Antony; Brutus is safe enough.
I dare assure thee that no enemy
Shall ever take alive the noble Brutus.
The gods defend him from so great a shame!
When you do find him, or alive or dead,

25 He will be found like Brutus, like himself. 6

ANTONY. This is not Brutus, friend, but, I assure you,

A prize no less in worth. Keep this man safe;
Give him all kindness. I had rather have
Such men my friends than enemies. Go on,

30 And see whe'r Brutus be alive or dead,
And bring us word unt07 Octavius' tent
How everything is chanced.8 [Exit]

Reading Strategy
Identifying Causes and
Effects What does Brutus
hope will be the effect of
this command to his
troops?

1. bastard person who is not
a true Roman.

2. Marcus Cato Brutus'
wife's father

3. And I am ... Brutus
Lucilius impersonates Brutus
in order to protect him and
confuse the enemy.

4. Only . . die I will surren-
der only to die.

5. much . . straight much
honor in it that you will kill
me immediately.

1

6. like himself behaving in a
noble way.

7. unto in.

8. is chanced has happened.

Reading Check
Why does Lucilius say that
he is Brutus?
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MESSAIX Seek him, Titinius, whilst I go to meet

Ihe noble Brutus. thrusting this report

75 Into his ears. I tnay say "thrusting" it;

For piercing steel and darts envenoméd21

Shall be as welcome to the ears of Brutus

As tidings of this sight.

Hie you, Messala,

And I will seek for Pindarus the while. [Evit MESSALA.J

80 Why didst thou send me forth. brave22 Cassius?

Did I not meet thy friends, and did not they

Put on my brows this wreath of victory.

And bid me give it thee? Didst thou not hear their shouts?

Alas, thou hast misconstrued everything!

85 But hold thee,23 take this garland on thy brow;

Thy Brutus bid me give it thee, and I
24Will do his bidding. Brutus, come apace,

And see how I regarded25 Caius Cassius.

By your leave,26 gods. This is a Roman's part: 27

90 Come, Cassius' sword, and find Titinius' heart. [Dies]

[Call to arms sounds. Enter BRUIUS, MESSAIA, YOUNG CATO,STRATO,

VOLUMNIUS, and LUCILIUS.I

BRUTUS. Where, where, Messala, doth his body lie?

BESSAIA. Lo, yonder, and Titinius mourning it.

BRUTUS. Titinius' face is upward.

He is slain.

BRUTUS. O Julius Caesar, thou art mighty yet!

95 Thy spirit walks abroad, and turns our swords

In our own proper entrails. 28 [Low calls to arms]

Brave Titinius!

Look, whe'r29 he have not crowned dead Cassius.

BRUTUS. Are yet two Romans living such as these?

The last of all the Romans, fare thee well!

100 It is impossible that ever Rome

Should breed thy fellow. 30 Friends, I owe moe tears

To this dead man than you shall see me pay.

I shall find time, Cassius; I shall find time.

Come, therefore, and to Thasos31 send his body;

105 His funerals shall not be in our camp,

Lest it discomfort us. 32 Lucilius, come,

And come, young Cato; let us to the field.

Labeo and Flavius set our battles33 on.
Tis three o'clock; and, Romans, yet ere night

110 We shall try fortune in a second fight. [Exit]

21. env

22. brave

misconstrued

v. 
misunder

misinterpreted

23. hold thee

24. apace

25. regarded

26. By your leave
permission.

27. part role; duty

Reading Strategy
Identifying Causes andEffects What series of
effects result from
Pindarus' false report?

28. own proper entrails
very own inner organs.

29. whe'r whether.

30. fellow equai.

31. Thasos an is and not f?

from Philippi.

32. discomfort us discour-

age our soldiers,

33. battles armies,
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e iv. The field of battle.

[Call to arms sounds. Enter BRUIIJS, MESSAIÄ, YOUNG CATO, LUCILIUS, andFLAVIUS.]

BRUTUS. Yet, countrymen, O, yet hold up your heads!

CATO. What bastardl doth not? Who will go with me?

[Exit, withfollowers]

I will proclaim my name about the field.I am the son of Marcus Cato,2 ho!
5 A foe to tyrants, and my country's friend.I am the son of Marcus Cato, ho!

[Enter SOLDIERS and Jight.l

LUCILIUS. And I am Brutus, Marcus Brutus, I;Brutus, my country's friend; know me for Brutus!3

[YOUNG cxrofalls.l
O young and noble Cato, art thou down?

10 Why, now thou diest as bravely as Titinius,
And mayst be honored, being Cato's son.

FIRST SOLDIER. Yield, or thou diest.

LUCLIUS. Only I yield to die.4
There is so much that thou wilt kill me straight; 5
Kill Brutus, and be honored in his death.

15 FRST SOLDIER. We must not. A noble prisoner!

[Enter ANTONY.]

SECOND SOLDIER. Room, ho! Tell Antony, Brutus is ta'en.

FIRST SOLDIER. I'll tell thee news. Here comes the general.
Brutus is ta'en, Brutus is ta'en, my lord.

ANTONY. Where is he?

20 LUCILIUS. Safe, Antony; Brutus is safe enough.
I dare assure thee that no enemy
Shall ever take alive the noble Brutus.

The gods defend him from so great a shame!

When you do find him, or alive or dead,

25 He will be found like Brutus, like himself.6

ANTONY. This is not Brutus, friend, but, I assure you,

A prize no less in worth. Keep this man safe;

Give him all kindness. I had rather have

Such men my friends than enemies. Go on,
30 And see whe'r Brutus be alive or dead,

And bring us word unt07 Octavius' tent

is chanced.8 [Exit]

Reading Strategy
Identifying Causes and
Effects What does Brutus
hope will be the effect of
this command to his
troops?

1. bastard person who is not
a true Roman.

2. Marcus Cato Brutus'
wife's father

3. And I am ... Brutus
Lucilius impersonates Brutus
in order to protect him and
confuse the enemy.

4. Only ... die I will surren-
der only to die.

5. much ... straight much
honor in it that you will kill
me immediately.

6. like himself behaving in a
noble way.

7. unto in.

8. is chanced has happened.

Reading Check
Why does Lucilius say that
he is Brutus?How everything 
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v. The field of battle.

[Enter BRtnvs, DARDANIUS, CLXIIJS. SIRAIX), and VOLUMNIUS.J

BRUTUS. Come, poor remainsl of friends. rest on this rock.

CLITUS. Statilius showed the torchlight,2 but, my lord.

He came not back: he is or ta•en or slain.

BRUTUS. Sit thee down, Clitus. Slaying is the word;

5 It is a deed in fashion. Hark thee, Clitus. [Whispers]

crrrus. What, I, my lord? No, not for all the world!

BRUTUS. Peace then, no words.

CLITUS. I'll rather kill myself.

BRUTUS. Hark thee, Dardanius. [VVhispersl

DARDANIUS. Shall I do such a deed?

CLITUS. O Dardanius!

10 DARDANIUS. O Clitus!

CLITUS. What ill request did Brutus make to thee?

DARDANIUS. To kill him, Clitus. Look, he meditates.

CLITUS. Now is that noble vesse13 full of grief,

That it runs over even at his eyes.

15 BRUTUS. Come hither, good Volumnius; list4 a word.

vownnaus. Mihat says my lord?

BRUTUS. Why, this, Volumnius:

The ghost of Caesar hath appeared to me
'IWo severa15 times by night; at Sardis once,
And this last night here in Philippi fields.
I know my hour is come.

20 VOLUNm1US. Not so, my lord.

BRUTUS. Nay, I am sure it is, Volumnius.
Thou seest the world, Volumnius, how it goes;
Our enemies have beat us to the pit. 6

rernal
Survivors

2. showed 
theSignaled With tort

Reading
Identifying 

Causes 
and

of Brutus' 
despaiOWhis the effect? vat

3. vessel human being

4. list hear

5. several separate,

Literary Anall
Tragedy What character.

istics of tragedy are

evoked by Brutus' words?
[Low calls to arms]

It is more worthy to leap in ourselves
25 Than tarry till they push us. 7 Good Volumnius,

Thou Imowst that we two went to school together;
Even for that our love of old, I prithee

Hold thou my sword-hilts whilst I run on it.

VOLUNNIUS. That's not an office8 for a friend, my lord.

6. pit trap or grave.

7. tarry us wait until

they kill us.

8. office task.

[Call to arms still]
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CLITUS. Fly, fly, my lord, there is no tarrying here.BRUTUS. Farewell to you; and you; and you,
strato, thou hast been all this wlmile asleep;Farewell to thee too, Strato. 

Countrymen,My heart doth joy that yet in all my lifeI found no man but he was true to me.35

I shall have glory by this losing dayMore than Octavius and Mark AntonyBy this vile conquest shall attain unto.9So fare you well at once, for Brutus' tongueHath almost ended his life's history.40

Night hangs upon mine eyes; my boneswould rest,
That have but labored to attain this hour. 10

[Call to arms sounds. Cry within, "Fly, fly, fly! "l
CLITUS. Fly, my lord, fly!

BRUTUS. Hence! I will follow.

1-

A Critical Viewing What details in this sculpture
indicate conflict, triumph, and defeat? [Analyze]

[Exit CLITUS, DARDANIUS, and VOLUMNIUS.I

I prithee, Strato, stay thou by thy lord,
Thou art a fellow of 45 a good respect. 1 1
Thy life hath had some smatch12 of honor in it;
Hold then my sword, and turn away thy face,
While I do run upon it. Wilt thou, Strato?

STRATO. Give me your hand first. Fare you well, my lord.

50 BRUTUS. Farewell, good Strato—Caesar, now be still;
I killed not thee with half so good a will. [Dies]

[Call to arms sounds. Retreat sounds. Enter ANTONY, OCTAVIUS, MESSALA,
LUCILIUS, and the Army.]

OCTAVIUS. What man is that?

MESSAIA. My master's man. 13 Strato, where is thy master?

STRATO. Free from the bondage you are in, Messala;

55 The conquerors can but make a fire of him

For Brutus only overcame himself,

And no man else hath honor 14 by his death.

LUCILIUS. So Brutus should be found. I thank thee, Brutus,

That thou hast proved Lucilius' saying 15 true.

OCTAVIUS. All that served Brutus, I will entertain them. 16

Fellow, wilt thou bestow17 thy time with me?

STRATO. Ay, if Messala will prefer18 me to you.

9. By this .. . unto by this
evil victory shall gain. (Brutus
sees the victory of Octavius
and Antony as causing the
downfall of Roman freedom.)

10. this hour time of death.

11. respect reputation.

12. smatch smack or taste.

Literary Analysis
Tragedy How do Brutus'
final words reflect his
nobility?

13. man servant.

14. no man else hath honor
no other man gains honor.

15. Lucilius' saying see Act
V, Scene iv, lines 21, 22.

16. entertain them take
them into my service.

17. bestow spend.

18. prefer recommend.

MReading Check
What does Brutus whisper
to Dardanius?

OCTAVIUS. Do so, good Messala.
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MESSALA. I low (lied

6b STRATO. I held the sword. he (lid Oji it,

Octavius. then take to lollow thee,

That (lid the latest serß'lce to

ANTONY. This was the noblest Rotnnn oj then) all.

All the conspirators save 10 only he

70 Ihat20 they did in sypyy oi great Caesar:
Ile, only in a general honest, thought
And conunon good to all, inade of thenj.
I lis life was gentle.22 and the elenw•nts

So rnixe(123 in Ilini that Nature tuiglit sland up

75 And say to all the world, •This was a nuan!"

OCTAVIUS. According to his vittue, 2'1 let us use 2fi him

With all respect and Idles of buHaI.

Within my tent his bones tonight shnll lic.
Most like a soldier ordered honorably. 20

80 So call the field27 to rest, and lees away

To part28 the glories of this happy day. [Exit all.)

Review and Assess

Thinking About Act V
1. Respond: What lessons did you learn from the play?

2. (a) Recall: What omens does Cassius see before the battle?

(b) Analyze Cause and Effect: What effect do the omens have

on him?

3. (a) Recall: Why do Cassius and Brutus both plan to kill

themselves should they lose the battle? (b) Compare and

Contrast: What are some key differences in their deaths?

(c) Interpret: How do these differences reflect the contrast in

each man's character?

4. (a) Recall: What are Brutus' final words? (b) Interpret: How

do these words reveal his essential nobility?

5. (a) Recall: How has Antony felt toward Brutus throughout most

of the play? (b) Infer: How and why does Antony's attitude

toward Brutus change at the end?

6. (a) Speculate: Now that Octavius and Antony have triumphed,
what do you think will become of the Roman republic?
(b) Evaluate: Do you think this will be a good or a bad thing?

912 Drama


