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Greek Gods, 
Heroes, & 

Figures 
(Roman Name) 

Domain/ Specialty: Notes: (symbols and connections associated with God 
or figure) 

Zeus 
 (Jupiter)  

- King/father of greek gods on Mt. 
Olympus 

- god of sky & thunder 

- Symbols: Lightning bolt 
- married to Hera 
- sleeps with many women: gods & mortals alike 
- Brother to Hades & Poseidon  

Poseidon 
(Neptune) 

  

- Greek god of the sea, earthquakes, 
and horses.  

- Symbols: Horse & trident 
- Has a bad, violent temper 
- Brother to Zeus & Hades 

Athena 
(Minerva)  

 

- Goddess of wisdom, law and justice, 
and strategic warfare.  

- Symbols: Often seen wearing helmet and/or 
carrying shield (sometimes a sword)  

Hades 
(Pluto) 

- Greek god of the dead and king of 
the underworld. 

- He possessed the precious metals of 
the earth. 

 

- Symbols: sometimes seen holding a key  
- Hades refers to the place  (the underworld for 

the dead) and its ruler  
-  Brother to Zeus & Poseidon  

Hermes 
(Mercury)  

 

- Greek god of trade, commerce, & 
roads 

- Protects those traveling 
- Is the messenger between other gods 
- Known as a trickster and a thief 

- Symbols: Shoes with wings, carries 
caduceus (a scepter with 2 snakes)  

Ares 
(Mars)  

- The god of war, battle, and violence - Symbols: sword, spear, helmet,  
- his half sister is Athena (female counterpart) 

Dionysus  
(Bacchus) 

 

- God of wine, grape, fertility, ritual 
madness, theatre, and religious 
ecstasy.  

- He was portrayed as a man with feminine 
features 

- Symbols: Wine, Grapes/ grapevine, Leopard 
Skin  

Hephaestus  
(Vulcan)  

 
 

- Hephaestus was the god of fire, 
metalworking 

- Symbol: hammers/ metalworking tools, fire  
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Artemis  
(Diana)  

  

- Goddess of the hunt, wild animals, 
childbirth, wilderness, and virginity.  

- Symbols:  bow and arrow, a deer, and a hunting 
dog. 

- has a twin brother named Apollo.  

Aphrodite 
(Venus)  

 
 

- Goddess of love, beauty, nudity, 
passion, desire, sexuality, 
procreation, and pleasure.  

- Symbols:  roses, doves, sparrows and swans 
- Often pictured naked.  
- Sometimes seen with Eros (cupid), a small 

winged baby that helps her 

Demeter 
(Ceres) 

- Goddess of harvest who presides 
over grains and the fertility of the 
earth. 

- Connected to the cycle of life and 
death. 

- Symbols: Wheat, bread, torch, and cornucopia.  

Hera 
(Juno) 

- Goddess of marriage and birth. 
-  Queen of the gods and goddesses 

 

- Symbols: Peacock, wearing a crown 
- Wife of Zeus 
- Often angry because Zeus is disloyal  

Hestia 
(none) 

- Goddess of hearth, domestic affairs, 
and home.  

- She was also known as the goddess 
of sacrificial flame. 

- Symbols: hearth (fireplace) & fire 

Apollo 
(Apollo) 

 

- God of music, poetry, art, oracles, 
archery, medicine, sun, and light.  

- Is the twin brother of Artemis- the goddess of 
hunt. 

- Symbols: harp, bow and arrow, laurel on head, 
and seen around sun  

The Sirens 
(none) 

- 3 female figures who were part bird 
and lived in the sea, who lured 
nearby sailors with their enchanting 
music and singing voices to 
shipwreck on the rocky coast of their 
island in order to kill them.  

- Symbols: females with part bird features, 
modern depiction are part mermaid, often seen 
in a group of 3 near the sea or a ship 

 
 

The Muses 
(none) 

- 9 women who function as the 
personification of many arts 

- They are known to give inspiration 
to artists 

- Often seen together in a group of 9  

Pandora 
(none) 

- First human woman, who is known 
for releasing all evil in the world 
because she opened the jar/box 
because she was curious 
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Narcissus 
(none)  

 

- A beautiful hunter, who came across 
a pond to drink of water. When he 
saw his reflection, he fell in love 
with himself and wouldn’t leave his 
reflection, so he died of thirst and 
hunger.  

- It is said that his decomposed body 
lead to the creation of narcissus 
flowers, which grow by water and 
their blooms bend over towards the 
water.  

- We now have the term narcissistic to refer to a 
self-absorbed person  

 


